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The internal purpose of this publication is to provide a Clearing 
House for secondary classical teachers in New York and vicinity or 
anywhere else ; to afford an opportunity to younger classical scholars 
anywhere for the publication of their more modest endeavors along 
the line of original work, which might not otherwise see the light ; to 
stimulate the teaching and quicken the student activity in the clas- 
sical work in the high schools of Greater New York. The external 
purpose is to establish one or more College-entrance-scholarships for 
the most successful graduates from high schools in New York City, 
to be awarded or. a competitive examination. The proceeds over and 
above expenses will be devoted to a scholarship fund. The labor 
involved is a labor of love. 



TRUSTEES OF THE SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
Arthur S Somers, Central Board of Education 



An Exercise in Sight Reading 

Horum omnium fortissimi sunt Belgae, prop- 
terea quod a cultu atque humanitate provinciae 
longissime absunt, minimeque ad eOs mercatores 
saepe commeant, atque ea, quae ad effeminandos 
animos pertinent, important ; proximlque sunt 
Germanis,qul trans Rhenum incolunt,quibuscum 
continenter helium gerunt. 

Qui erant hi tres populi ? 

Hi tres populi erant Belgae Aqultanl Galli. 

Nonne hi tres populi fortes sunt ? 

Caesar scrlpsit hos tres populos fortes esse. 

Qui sunt horum omnium fortissimi ? 

Horum omnium fortissimi sunt Belgae. 

Scrlpsitne Caesar Belgas horum omnium for- 
tissimos esse ? 

Caesar scrlpsit Belgas horum omnium fortissi- 
mos esse. 

Erantne Belgae fortiores quam Aqultanl ? 

Belgae fortiores Aqultanls erant. 

Dicitne Caesar Belgas fortiores Gallls esse ? 

Caesar dlcit Belgas fortiores quam Gallos esse. 

Cur Belgae horum omnium fortissimi a Caesare 
habebantur ? 

Tribus de causls Belgae hOrum omnium for- 
tissimi a Caesare habebantur. 

Quae est causa prima quae a Caesare scrlpta 
est ? 

Prima causa est quod Belgae a provincia Ro- 
mana absunt ? 

Absuntne Belgae longe a provincia Romana ? 

Ita ; Belgae longissime a provincia absunt. 

Aberantne Belgae a cultu provinciae longius 
quam Aqultanl ? 

Belgae a cultu atque humanitate provinciae 
longius Aqultanls aberant. 

Afueruntne Belgae a cultu atque humanitate 
provinciae longius quam Galli? 



Belgae a culttl atque humanitate provinciae 
longius Gallls afuerunt. 

Dlxitne Caesar Belgas horum omnium fortis- 
simos esse propterea quod a cultu atque humani- 
tate provinciae longissime abessent ? 

Ita; Caesar prlmo in libro scrlpsit horum 
omnium fortissimos esse Belgas propterea quod 
a cultu atque humanitate provinciae longissime 
abessent. 

Quae erat causa alia cUr Belgae fortissimi 
essent ? 

Caesar dlcit causam secundam esse quod ad 
Belgas mercatores minime saepe commeent. 

Commeantne mercatores ad Americanos ? 

Certe ; mercatores saepissime ad Americanos 
atque AnglicSs commeant. 

Importantne hi mercatores aliquid ? 

Hi" mercatores multas res important. 

Num multae res ad Belgas a. mercatoribus 
importabantur. 

Multae res ad Belgas a mercatoribus non 
importabantur. 

Qua re multae res ad Belgas a mercatoribus 
non importabantur? 

Quod minime ad eos mercatores saepe com- 
meant. 

Cuius modi erant ea, quae mercatores importa- 
bant? 

Ea, quae ab his mercatoribus importabantur, 
animos effeminabant. 

Pertinentne haec, quae mercatores importa- 
verunt, ad animos effeminandos ? 

Ita, important mercatores ea, quae ad effemi- 
nandum animos pertinent. 

Pertinentne vlnum ad animos effeminandos? 

Ita, vlnum ad effeminandum animos pertinent. 

Importabantne mercatores vlnum ad Aqulta- 
nos et Gallos ? 

Ita, mercatores vlnum ad Aqultanos et Gallos 
importabant. 

Sclsne duas causas cur Belgae fortiores re- 
liquls fuerint ? 

Sclmus. Prlmum, quod a cultu atque hu- 
manitate provinciae longissime absunt; deinde 
quod minime ad eos mercatores saepe commeant. 

Estne scrlpta tertia causa ab Caesare car 
Belgae fortiores quam Aqultanl et Galli essent ? 

Ita, tertia causa a Caesare scrlbebatur qua re 
Belgae fortiores Aqultanls et Gallls essent. 

Quae erat haec causa tertia ? 

Quod Belgae proximl erant Germanis. 

Ubi incolebant German!? 
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GermanI trans Rhenum incolSbant. 

Nonne Gernmnia a Belgica flumine RhenO 
dividitur ? 

Ita, Germanos a Belgis dividit flumen Rhenus. 

Geruntne bellum inter se hi populi ? 

Ita, GermanI et Belgae inter se bellum gerunt. 

Poterantne GermanI et Belgae facile inter se 
bellum gerere? 

German! et Belgae facillime inter se bella 
gerere potuerunt. 

Cur Belgae bellum gerere cum German is facile 
potuerunt ? 

Quod Belgae proximl fuerunt Germanls, qui 
trans Rhgnum incoluerunt. 

Quotiens Belgae cum Germanls bellum gere- 
bant ? 

Belgae continenter cum Germanls bellum ges- 
serunt. 

Quas tres causas scrlpsit Caesar quibus de 
causls Belgae horum omnium populorum fortis- 
siml essent ? 

Caesar scrlpsit Belgas fortiores Aquitanls et 
Gallls esse, primum quod aculttl atque humanitate 
prOvinciae longissime abessent ; deinde minime 
ad e6s mercatores saepe commearent, atque ea, 
quae ad effeminandos animos pertinerent, im- 
portarent ; postremo proximl essent Germanls, 
qui trans Rhenum incolerent, quibuscum con- 
tinenter bellum gererent. 

Elementary Latin Text=Books 

In recent years many advances have been made in 
Elementary Latin and Greek text-books. To enumer- 
ate them all would be a work of supererogation, an 
encroachment on the province of the publishing house. 
It may be safely said, I presume, that no single Latin 
or Greek Primer possesses all the virtues, and that 
no one is without some good quality. One of the 
first requisites, to my mind, in selecting an Elemen- 
tary Latin or Greek text-book, is, that it be intro- 
ductory to a series. Just as the teacher prefers to 
employ the texts he is familiar with, so also the 
student, when once he has mastered the nomencla- 
ture of an author, prefers it to any other. 

I would like to draw attention to one little book, 
which seems to me to possess features that are, to 
say the least, restful to the teacher who has had to 
worry over the aimlessness and formlessness of other 
texts. Professor Gildersleeve, in the preface to the 
revised edition of his Primer, says that the principles 
which guided him in the construction of the Primer 
were: "Maximum of Forms, Minimum of Syntax, 
Early Contact with the Language in Mass", and, after 
almost a decade's trial of the book, he adds that he is 
convinced that these principles are correct. 

With these principles in view, the book is so con- 
structed that, leaving out the Irregular verbs, some of 
the more difficult Rules of Syntax and the Reading 
Lessons which appear at the end of the book, the 



student shall have mastered in 140 pages, in two equal 
parts, all the Declensions, Conjugations, Rules of 
Position and less difficult Rules of Syntax. This 
sense of proportion, so apparent in the division into 
equal parts, is observed throughout in the distribu- 
tion of sentences, etc. In Part I the Declensions and 
Conjugations (Active Voice) are gone over; Part II 
begins with a review of the First and Second Declen- 
sions, adding exceptions not deemed admissible at an 
earlier stage. Here also begin the Reading Lessons, 
which are made to reflect the previous exercises, in 
vocabulary, story, etc., and are to be read in conjunc- 
tion therewith. They are so happily arranged as to 
serve as "life-saving stations" for the student. For 
example, "Asinus pelle leonis indutus", page 166, re- 
calls something familiar, and the appreciative student 
straightway finds it, page 101. "Vir nobilis", which 
gave him so much trouble to translate, page 95, he 
finds expressed in good idiomatic English, page 101. 
And so it is all through: the student is constantly 
meeting old friends, and they are ever getting dearer 
to him. Again, the Lessons do for the student, in 
part, what the Odyssey does more fully in Greek, — 
they introduce him to the Classical world. 

Of the many other admirable features in the book, 
not the least are: First, the brief but explicit state- 
ment of the Rules of Position, page 42 ; second, Com- 
plete Paradigms of verbs, Active or Passive, as the 
case may be, recognizing how important convenience 
of reference is ; third, special vocabularies with words 
arranged in alphabetical order — there is method in it 
all ; fourth, vocabularies careful to mention special 
usages in the construction of words, with references 
to the Rules of Syntax involved ; last of all, the book 
is not above resorting to useful and time-saving 
mnemonical devices, pages 41, 89, et al. 

This brief and confessedly incomplete review has 
been undertaken in consequence of a promise made 
in an unguarded moment to The Leaflet, and has for 
its sole object the amelioration of some of the con- 
ditions under which Latin teachers have to work. It 
is only quite recently that I have become intimately 
acquainted with the book, and I have found it so ad- 
mirable that I have no hesitancy in recommending it 
to others. W R Fraser 

Cosmopolitan University 

The Second Meeting of The Latin Club 

On Saturday, February 16, at 12 M sharp, in the Hotel Albert, cor- 
ner of University Place and Eleventh Street, New York, will be held 
the second meeting of the New York Latin Club. Luncheon (50 cents 
a plate) will be served promptly at noon. This will be followed by 
Professor Sihler's address on School, College and University". Ad- 
journment at 2. Please send a postal card now to the Secretary, Mr 
A L Hodges, 36 East Twelfth Street, New York, stating your intention 
to be present. H F Towle, Acting President 

A L Hodges, Acting Secretary 
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